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Mhyrun Hurst, Jr.
Age 14
Moyamoya Disease

In July of 2018, Mhyrun began experiencing 
numbness in his left extremities and slurring his 
speech. After explaining his symptoms during 
a routine physical the next month, Mhyrun was 
immediately reffered to a neurologist at Baylor 
Scott & White McLane Children’s. 

Numerous tests revealed signs of two “mini-strokes” caused by blocked arteries. Mhyrun was diagnosed 
with Moyamoya disease, a rare condition in which the arteries supplying blood to the brain become narrow 
or blocked. 

Coincidentally, Dr. Rabia Qaiser, a neurosurgeon specializing in Moyamoya, joined the McLane Children’s 
staff just a few weeks prior to Mhyrun’s diagnosis. She performed surgery to sew a scalp artery on to 
Mhyrun’s brain to restore blood flow. 

Moyamoya is a progressive disease, meaning that it will get worse over time and put Mhyrun at risk for 
more strokes and potentially permanent paralysis. A day after his surgery, Mhyrun suffered a stroke that 
caused the left side of his face to droop. Doctors believed the effects of the stroke could be reversed in 
three to six months, but Mhyrun’s big smile was back to normal in just one week. 

Mhyrun was able to be home in time for Christmas and has since been thriving. He has the heart of a soldier 
and continues to fight daily. 

Mhyrun enjoys riding horses, playing basketball, and playing the drums.


